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Celebration of 25 years KSZSZ

Dear members of KSS,

Dear colleagues,

The need for the creation of new trade unions could not stay behind considering the

political changes which happened in your country.

It was the need for renewal which motivated some of your colleagues to establish, 25
years ago, the trade union organisation we know today.

Over the years, KSS has never stopped to aim for the realisation of its vision of a social
society, in which public services have their specific role.

Hungary moved on, grew and took responsibility in the creation of democratic trade
unions.

While | remember the strong position which, originally, was occupied by the sector of
finances, | also remember the struggle which the cultural sector, the security services
and others were involved in.

Behind each of those sectors, a commitment was taken by responsible trade union
officials.

With your gradual development into becoming the trade union you are today, you could
also count on the support of Eurofedop. And this from the moment at which, in 1991,
thanks to the involvement of who else than our Austrian colleagues, you became
member of our European Federation.

Trade council meetings in Brussels, in Luxemburg, meetings at the Fischerstiege in
Vienna, many of your colleagues, pioneers of KSS, have been regular guests at those
meetings.

Let me tactfully say that there was an enormous amount of know-how to be exchanged
between you and the Eurofedop organisations.
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The expectations were great, sometimes too great.

Europe and the Social Europe became true too slowly, too much bureaucracy and far
from what we expected.

Have we failed, have we not paid sufficient attention to changes when it was still
possible? Thus Eurofedop tried to make its members aware of the enormous changes
which were imminent in the public administration by organising a paperless congress.

Not only KSS, but public service trade unions everywhere in Europe have been struck
by privatisations. Neoliberalism, which we have also fought together with you as
Infedop, has cut deep wounds in modern society.

The labour market, industrial relations, the working environment, the quality of life, all
themes which you have worked on at national level. And which have also influenced us
in our choice for the Congress theme of 1993: “High Quality Public Services in a Social
Europe”.

When we look at the society around us and not in the least in Hungary, we notice how
this theme is still up-to-date today.

In spite of the limited means at its disposal, KSS has worked with much enthusiasm for
its members and to the service of the citizens of Hungary. And if you ask me, will they
receive national recognition for this, given the political culture of today, | doubt it.

Maybe you have not succeeded, as we have not succeeded, in changing the course of
the river. Nevertheless, by trying to build a dam in that river, even by the smallest stone
you use to build that dam, your contribution and commitment will forever prevent
neoliberalism from following at 100 % the course it would really wish.

On behalf of Eurofedop, we congratulate you, thank you and express our appreciation
for your trade union struggle in the course of the last 25 years.
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