
Tribute to István Bibó

István Bibó, a renowned legal scholar and university professor, 
was  born  in  Budapest  on  7  August  1911.  During  the  1956 
revolution,  he  served  as  Minister  of  State  in  Imre  Nagy’s 
government  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  influential 
Hungarian political thinkers of the twentieth century.

He began his studies in Budapest and graduated from the Faculty 
of Law at the University of Szeged. His interest in politics—initially 
confined to  academic enquiry—intensified during his  university 
years, although he had been drawn to history, sociology, politics, 
law and their  related disciplines since childhood. He earned a 

degree in  political  science in  1933,  followed by a  law degree in  1934,  and later 
continued his studies in Vienna and Geneva. Upon returning to Hungary, the young 
jurist began his career at the Royal Court of Appeal and subsequently worked as a civil 
servant at the Ministry of Justice.

Following  the  Second  World  War,  Bibó  played  a  pivotal  role  in  establishing  the 
democratic framework of the Second Republic, contributing to the drafting of the 1945 
electoral legislation. In 1951, he was appointed senior research fellow at the ELTE 
University Library, where he remained until the events of October 1956.

During the revolution, he was appointed Minister of State in Imre Nagy’s government.  
Due to his involvement,  he was prosecuted in the summer of 1958 and narrowly 
escaped a  death  sentence  thanks  to  the  intervention  of  Indian  President  Nehru. 
Nevertheless, he was sentenced to life imprisonment.

Following the 1963 amnesty, Bibó—by then internationally recognised—was released 
and devoted the remainder of his life to translation and scholarly writing.

István Bibó is considered one of Hungary’s most exceptional minds in political science. 
The  questions  he  raised  continue  to  shape  Hungarian  intellectual  discourse.  His 
research into the relationship between law, coercion and power; the boundary between 
democracy and dictatorship; the plight of the small states of Eastern Europe; and the 
practice of international law has left a lasting legacy not only for Hungarian scholarship 
but for the global academic community.

In recognition of his work, the KSZSZ established the István Bibó Memorial Medal.


