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REPORT FOR EUROFEDOP

ON THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMY IN HUNGARY

April 1 – June 18th, 2020.

-April 6 From today (until July 1) free parking on the entire territory of the country.
- Establishing  of  a  Pandemic  Defence  Fund  of  HUF  663  billion  and  an  Economic

Defence Fund of HUF 1 345 billion.
- April 9 Movement restrictions extended indefinitely.
- May 1           In the countryside – in Budapest from May 18 – the government lifts the 

                       movement restriction, while designated shopping hours 9-12 am for seniors
(people above 65) remain. Everyone needs to maintain a social distance 
of 1.5 meters and cover their face in shops and on public transport, 
organization of bigger meetings (participants above 500) until 
August 15 is not allowed. Health care providers may reopen gradually: people 
again can make use of health services. In education, schools remain in ‘digital 
mode’  until  the  end  of  the  school  year.  From  June  2,  schools  may  work  in

            small  groups  or  providing  ‘consultation’  for  individuals.  Nurseries  and  
            kindergarten reopen. 

 -May  20   The  borders  of  the  neighbour  countries  open  gradually,  crossing  borders  
                        gets  back  to  regular  operation.

Main elements of the action plan to protect the economy

· Until the end of the state of emergency: extended family protection measurements like the different
types of home care fees, a moratorium on all loan repayments for individuals and companies until the
end  of  this  year;  measures  to  support  the  sectors  of  the  economy hardest  hit  by  the  pandemic,
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specifically tourism, hospitality, entertainment, National Lottery, culture, sports and transportation.
Employers in these sectors are exempt from paying payroll taxes until June 30. Employees will also
see a reduction in their required contributions.
· Job protection: governmental support goes to employees whos’ part-time work decreases under 50%
instead of 100%, whereby monthly payment pro person can reach HUF 100 thousand or more. Where
a part-time job doesn’t exceed 50%, the support is limited to HUF 75 thousand per month.
· About 75 thousand students are now eligible for a diploma without having a certificate on a foreign
language exam. 
· Acceleration of repaying of VAT.
· Special tax pay facilitations, 
· Free credit for farmers.
· Research and development companies get a wage supplement  
· Tax facilitation: the deadline of paying corporate tax and business tax was extended to September 3
instead of regular May 31.
· The State organizes a free online course on IT.

The operational group

The operational staff (group) responsible for the Defence Against Covid19 was established by the
Hungarian  government  on  January  31  2020.  Its  main  task  covers  the  management  of  the  virus
outbroken in December 2019, the analysis and evaluation of its spread abroad. The operational staff is
headed by Mr Sándor Pintér Minister for Internal Affairs and Mr Miklós Kásler Minister for Human
Resources. Additional members are the National Chief Medical Officer, the head of the National
Police  Headquarter,  the  head  of  the  National  Ambulance  Service,  the  Director  of  the  National
Disaster Management and the Director of the National Health Care Centre.

The unions working in the public sector were demanding the following:

 The option of a home office where appropriate

 provision of safety equipment for the employees  

 financial support (grant) for the social sector

 operation of the social dialogue

 protest against the abolishment of the public employee status of cultural sector employees and
against exceeding the working hours framework to 24 months.

Support from ITUC, ETUC, EPSU

- Luca Vinsentini Secretary-General (EPSU) sent a letter to the PM of Hungary to operate social
dialogue in Hungary
-  The message of  the ITUC Secretary-General  to  the  PM of  Hungary,  in  which he required the
operation of the social dialogue in measurements aiming at the protection of jobs and pay, as well as
maintaining employees’ and citizen’s rights
- ETUC and EPSU leaders sent a letter to the Hungarian President in which they protest against the
change of the public employee status (laid down in the Law KiT – 62/XXXIII). As a result, people
working  in  the  cultural  sector  will  lose  their  status  as  public  employees.

July 1 2020: The employees in the health care sector get a bonus of HUF 500.000.



June 18 2020:      Government terminated the state of emergency.

Actual data:

The number of people treated in hospitals amounts 184, among them 14 with respiratory support devices. 

                                                                                                                                 

  KSZSZ
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